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Metamorphosis, 2017 © Lisa M. Robinson/Courtesy of Klompching Gallery, New York

“Once I could see the story of stone through this geologic lens, my perceptions of the desert itself shifted. 
I no longer perceived only the surface appearance of expansive space, which often characterizes these 
regions, but also the silent ledger of time passage”.—Lisa M. Robinson.

For many years, the name Lisa M. Robinson was synonymous with imagery of snow covered landscapes 
and structures obscured by white blankets that changed our perception of place and space in her series 
and book, Snowbound. She followed this focus with the Oceana series, and now is presenting her newest 
project, Terrestra, shot in the deserts of the American Southwest. Her projects are a conceptual and 
artistic exploration of the landscape, in relation to the ebb and flow of climatic change and man’s 
relationship to it. Terrestra creates a perfect trifecta, “coinciding with renewed concern and debate about 
the fragility of our natural habitat”. These landscapes are seen through the eyes of an artist, presented in 
a way that reveals the sumptuous beauty and profound history of our planet.



�

LISA M. ROBINSON: TERRESTRA
PRESS

Lisa opens an exhibition of Terrestra at the Klompching Gallery in Brooklyn with an artist’s reception 
Thursday, January 11, 6:00–8:00PM and running through Februarly 24, 2018. The exhibition features nine 
large-scale color photographs, depicting geological specimens in varying forms of abstraction, as well as 
pulled-back views of desert landscapes, marked by the traces of millennia-old evidence of vast seas and 
the movement of water.

Lisa M. Robinson (b. 1968) graduated cum laude from Columbia University and received her MFA in 
Photography from the Savannah College of Art and Design. Her photographs have been exhibited across 
the US and internationally. Robinson’s first monograph, Snowbound, was published by Kehrer Verlag in 
2007. Collections holding her work include the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Portland Art 
Museum, Nevada Museum of Art, Ogden Museum of Art and the Museum of Fine Art, Houston. Lisa M. 
Robinson lives and works in Tucson, Arizona.

“The images that comprise Terrestra grew from a deep contemplation of the sea and its perpetual 
movement, offering me a greater understanding of the desert. Holding a rock in my hands, a 
prehistoric marine animal embedded within its structure, I suddenly recognized the desert 
landscape as the historical remnant of a once-filled seabed. The flow and movement of water and 
land is a geologically permanent condition. And it is the land itself that manifests this passage of 
time. The resulting mineral studies evoke whole landscapes and seascapes, while referencing the 
geologic past contained within their forms. Within the stone veins run the floods and dry periods 
of the past, as well as the alchemies of earth and air, water and elements. These close-up images 
explore the internal topography of the rock itself to manifest these connections of time, space and 
life forces.

Once I could see the story of stone through this geologic lens, my perceptions of the desert itself 
shifted. I no longer perceived only the surface appearance of expansive space, which often 
characterizes these regions, but also the silent ledger of time passage. The slightest crease in a 
rock belies thousands of years of water flow; more dramatic folds may represent hundreds of 
thousands of years of water movement. A swath of land uplifted at a sharp angle transports the 
imagination back tens of millions of years, to a milieu that predates human existence. The past 
still resides here; I can touch it with my hand. Investigating these realms with my camera, I am 
reminded of the infinite worlds residing within the human body, from organs to cells to atoms, as 
well as the vast scope of the cosmos. The images in Terrestra lay bare the elemental structure of 
the earth in ways that recall the human body, while simultaneously evoking sensations of 
impermanence and constant flux. There is a subtle tension between what is present, and what 
cannot be seen or touched. Evocations of painting and sculpture expand the photograph to brush 
against the unknown, and dance with the mysterious”.—Lisa M. Robinson

LINK TO ORIGINAL ARTICLE

http://lenscratch.com/2018/01/lisa-robinson/
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Lisa M. Robinson
10 Jan – 24 Feb 2018 att the Klompching Gallery in Brooklyn, United States
10 January 2018

Lisa M. Robinson. Courtesy of Klompching Gallery

Klompching Gallery is delighted to present new work by Lisa M. Robinson.

Terrestra is seven years in the making, and continues the artist’s deep-seated reverence for the natural 
landscape.

These outstanding new photographs follow in the footsteps of Robinson’s critically acclaimed Snowbound 
and Oceana series, where she began her conceptual and artistic exploration of the landscape, in relation 
to the ebb and flow of climatic change and man’s relationship to it.

For Robinson, “there is a subtle tension between what is present, and what cannot be seen or touched.” 
She likens this on a micro level to the human body—organs, cells, atoms—and on a macro level to the 
cosmos. Clearly, Terrestra is a highly personal project, one in which the artist conveys the presence of the 
past in geological formations; that speak to her of the constant flux of life cycles, and point also to the 
alchemical aspects of the land.
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The exhibition features nine large-scale color photographs, depicting geological specimens in varying 
forms of abstraction, as well as pulled-back views of desert landscapes, marked by the traces of 
millennia-old evidence of vast seas and the movement of water. Terrestra’s release is timely, coinciding 
with renewed concern and debate about the fragility of our natural habitat.

Lisa M. Robinson (b. 1968) graduated cum laude from Columbia University and received her MFA in 
Photography from the Savannah College of Art and Design. Her photographs have been exhibited across 
the US and internationally. Robinson's first monograph, Snowbound, was published by Kehrer Verlag in 
2007. Collections holding her work include the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Portland Art 
Museum, Nevada Museum of Art, Ogden Museum of Art and the Museum of Fine Art, Houston. Lisa M. 
Robinson lives and works in Tucson, Arizona.

LINK TO ORIGINAL ARTICLE

https://wsimag.com/art/34937-lisa-m-robinson
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The Best Work I Saw at Photo NOLA: Part 1
Jonathan Blaustein – January 19, 2018

All images © Lisa M. Robinson/Courtesy of Klompching Gallery, New York

Lisa M Robinson and I go way back, as she used to be married to my friend Ken. (Who featured in the 
ridiculous Marfa article series we published in 2012.)

Lisa, who’s represented by our friends Klompching Brooklyn, got a lot of traction years ago for her project, 
and Kehrer Verlag book “Snowbound.” They were lovely, meditative, large format images, which she 
followed up with a series about the sea.

Though I know she was not enamored of Tucson on first site, apparently she made her peace with the 
desert, because I think this new group of pictures, Terrestra, rocks. I saw it at the portfolio walk, and the 
prints, trimmed borderless, were the best I saw in NOLA. (The show is up at Klompching as we speak.)

LINK TO ORIGINAL ARTICLE

http://aphotoeditor.com/2018/01/19/the-best-work-i-saw-at-photo-nola-part-1/
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Episode 57: Lisa M. Robinson, JANUARY 17, 2018

Metamorphisis (2017) © Lisa M. Robinson, courtesy of the Klompching Gallery, New York

Lisa M. Robinson is a fine art photographer based in Tucson, AZ. Lisa's conceptual landscape 
photography has been hugely influential to me as an artist, so I was thrilled to get the opportunity to talk 
with her for the show. In our conversation we talked about her artistic process, the conceptual 
underpinnings of her new Chronos and Terrestra series, and why her work has meant so much to me. 
Then in the second section, we talked about the place of contemplative art in today's chaotic political 
environment.

(Conversation recorded December 14, 2017.)

LINK TO AUDIO INTERVIEW

http://www.keepthechannelopen.com/episodes/2018/1/17/episode-57-lisa-m-robinson
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LISA M. ROBINSON: TERRESTRA, Thursday, January 11, 6:00–8:00pm

Metamorphosis (2017), Archival Pigment Print, 30″ x 40″, Edition: 5+1AP

“Terrestra is seven years in the making, and continues the artist’s deep-seated reverence for the natural 
landscape.”

Klompching Gallery | 89 Water Street, Brooklyn NY 11201

LINK TO ORIGINAL 

http://www.fstopmagazine.com/blog/2018/01/lisa-m-robinson-klompching-gallery-2/

